so 
o 

o 


Todd  Family 

John  Blair  Smith  Todd 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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Our  first  policyholder  in  Minnesota  fought 
the  Sioux  in  the  Dakota  Territory  in  l8^^,  but 
his  New  England  Mutual  policy  gave  him  com- 
plete life  insurance  protection. 


HIS  military  age  of  de- 
fense programs,  drafts, 
and  over-sea  fighting 
calls  to  mind  the  old 
days  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Mutual's  life  in 
the  rough  and  tumble 
West.  Our  first  policy- 
holder in  the  Terri- 
tory of  Minnesota  was 
Capt.  John  Todd,  stationed,  in  1850,  at 
the  frontier  post  of  Fort  Gaines,  who  re- 
quested a  policy  that  would  protect  him 
under  all  conditions  and  in  all  parts  of 
the  country.  Almost  a  decade  was  to  pass 
before  Minnesota  celebrated  her  first  an- 
niversary of  statehood,  and  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  secure  such  a  policy,  because  in 
those  days  most  contracts  excluded  travel 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  particularly  to 
military  men.  Underwriting  in  Indian 
territory  was  usually  out  of  the  question. 
However,  Capt.  Todd  was  issued  his 
policy  (No.  3032)  with  no  restrictions — 
even  the  clause  which  invalidated  the 
contract  if  he  should  take  up  permanent 
residence  in  a  city  of  more  than  50,000 
inhabitants  had  been  removed. 

His  Letter 
"I  herewith  enclose  the  application  of 
my  wife,  Catherine  S.  Todd,  for  an  insur- 
ance upon  my  life,  for  the  period  of  my 
life.  She  desires  the  insurance  to  be  ef- 
fected for  all  risk  and  to  cover  all  the 
territories  of  the  United  States  so  that  I 
may  be  at  liberty  to  obey  the  orders  of 
the  Government  without  vitiating  the 
policy. 

"If  the  rate  of  premiums  are  different 
for  different  sections  of  the  United  States, 
let  my  standard  premium  buy  as  much  as 
the  limits  and  conditions  can  be  clearly 
stated.  I  am  aware  that  being  an  officer  of 
the  army,  my  paramount  duty  is  to  obey 
the  orders  of  my  government  and  that 
any  conditions  conflicting  or  interfering 
with  the  proper  execution  of  those  orders 
cannot  be  accepted." 

From  what  we  can  learn  of  Capt. 
Todd,  he  was  a  most  unusual  policy- 
holder. He  was,  say  the  old  writings. 


By  Robert  D.  Davis 
Minneapolis 


"well  over  six  feet,  slender,  straight  as 
an  Indian,  and  was  a  dignified  and  ac- 
complished gentleman.  He  was  courte- 
ous, generous,  genial,  polite,  and  brave. 
In  addition,  he  was  scholarly,  cultured, 
and  was  as  proud  of  his  polite  accom- 
plishments and  literary  attainments  as 
he  was  of  the  lineage  of  his  family." 

At  West  Point  his  classmates  included 
young  men  who  later  distinguished  them- 
selves in  the  Civil  War:  Generals  Bragg, 
Early,  and  Pemberton  of  the  Confederacy 
and  Generals  Benham,  Dyer,  Townsend, 
Vogle,  French,  Sedgwick,  and  Hooker, 
of  the  Union  Army.  Todd  himself  later 
became  a  brigadier-general  for  the  North. 

In  the  war  against  the  Florida  Indians, 
Todd  saw  his  first  active  service  and  he 
earned  the  rank  of  1st  lieutenant.  In  1842 
he  was  sent  to  the  Indian  Territory  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  and  became  a  captain 
in  the  Sixth  Infantry.  His  enemy  changed 
from  Indians  to  Mexicans  in  1847  and  he 
distinguished  himself  at  the  Siege  of  Vera 
Cruz.  With  so  much  shot,  shell,  and  ar- 
rows flying  through  his  life,  it  is  no 
wonder  that  he  often  thought  of  his  wife, 
children — and  his  need  for  life  insurance. 
After  the  Mexican  War  he  did  garrison 
duty  at  various  army  posts  and  while  at 
Fort  Gaines,  Minnesota,  he  became  our 
first  policyholder  in  that  Territory. 


He  owned  this  New  England  Mutual 
policy  during  the  Sixth  Infantry's  battles 
with  the  Sioux  in  1855,  a  campaign 
which  took  him  throughout  the  country 
which  is  now  Minnesota,  the  Dakotas, 
and  Wyoming. 

Made  Brigadier-General 
He  later  became  friendly  with  the 
Sioux,  who  called  him  Putee-She,  mean- 
ing Red  Beard.  He  even  took  a  delegation 
of  chiefs  to  Washington  for  a  pow-wow 
with  the  Great  White  Father.  During  a 
brief  business  experience,  he  established 
trading  posts  up  and  down  the  Missouri 
and  Mississippi  valleys,  one  of  which 
became  the  town  of  Yankton,  South 
Dakota.  He  was  instrumental  in  negoti- 
ating the  Treaty  of  1858,  which  opened 
fourteen  million  acres  to  settlement,  was 
Dakota's  first  delegate  to  Congress,  and 
President  Lincoln  appointed  him  a  Briga- 
dier-General in  the  Civil  War.  His  old 
business  partner  of  the  trading-post  days 
became  General  Frost  of  the  Confederacy, 
who  was  stationed  at  St.  Louis.  These 
two  friends  soon  became  direct  antago- 
nists as  opposing  generals  in  the  war 
between  the  states. 

General  Todd  was  a  first  cousin  of  Mrs. 
Lincoln,  was  an  intimate  friend  of  the 
President,  and  often  visited  the  White 
House.  The  night  Lincoln  was  shot,  Todd 
was  in  the  adjoining  box  and  helped  carry 
the  President  from  Ford's  Theater. 

The  New  England  Mutual  has  had 
many  illustrious  policyholders,  but  few 
whose  life  was  so  filled  with  Action  or 
whose  need  for  life  insurance  is  now,  al- 
most one  hundred  years  later,  so  closely 
paralleled  by  so  many  thousands  of 
Americans. 
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Back  in  the  days  when 

the  U.S.  Army  was  protecting 

the  country  from  Indians 

New  England  Mutual 

was  providing  family  protection  . 
and  this  Strong  Old  Company 
issued  its 

First  Policy  in  Minnesota 

one  hundred  years  ago 


Oj\  .N-  Mav  2o,  1850,  Capt.  John  B.  S.  Todd, 
/  an  officer  of  the  United  States  Armv 
stationed  at  Fort  Gaines  (now  Camp  Ripley), 
Minnesota,  applied  to  the  New  England  ^^u- 
tual  for  §1500  of  insurance  on  his  life.  (In 
those  days,  that  was  a  substantial  amount  of 
money.)  Less  than  three  weeks  later,  on  June 
S,  the  policy,  reproduced  herein,  was  issued. 
This  was  nearly  ten  years  before  Minnesota 
entered  the  Union  as  the  32nd  state. 

Ordinarily,  in  those  days,  special  permission 
had  to  be  granted  by  the  company  if  the  in- 
sured person  wanted  to  travel  in  the  tropics 


Captain  talks  with  Chiej  Old  Strike  ami  his  Sioux  Indians 
ftnor  tri  hiiarding  the  train  for  the  trip  to  Washington 


or  venture  into  "Injun  country."  Xo  special 
restrictions  were  placed  on  Captain  Todd's 
movements,  however. 

The  company's  confidence  proved  not  to  be 
misplaced,  for  in  1857  Captain  Todd  was 
named  deputy  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
to  conduct  a  delegation  of  Yankton  Sioux 
chiefs  to  Washington  for  a  meeting  with  the 
"Great  White  Father"  and  for  negotiations 
regarding  the  opening  of  the  Minnesota  Terri- 
tory. The  resulting  treaty,  ratified  in  1859, 
opened  to  settlement  fourteen  million  acres 
lying  south  of  the  46th  parallel  and  east  of 
the  Missouri  River. 

During  the  Civil  War,  Todd  rose  to  the 
rank  of  Brigadier  General.  A  first  cousin  of 
Mrs.  Lincoln,  the  former  Mary  Todd,  he  was 
an  intimate  friend  of  the  President  and  often 
visited  the  White  House.  The  night  Lincoln 
was  assassinated,  Todd  was  in  the  adjoining 
box  and  helped  carry  the  President  from 
Ford's  Theatre. 


The  Company 

Now  one  of  America's  leading  life  in- 
surance companies,  with  assets  in 
excess  of  one  billion  dollars  and  policy- 
holders from  Maine  to  Hawaii,  New  Eng- 
land Mutual  has  become  especially  noted 
for  the  liberality  of  its  policy  contract. 

For  instance,  if  you  get  to  retirement 
age,  with  little  more  need  for  family  pro- 
tection, a  provision  in  your  Ordinary  Life 
policy  allows  you  to  elect  to  receive  its 
accumulated  cash  value  in  the  form  of  a 
regular  monthly  income  for  life. 

Or,  if  your  needs  change  and  your  finan- 
cial situation  has  improved,  your  contract 
permits  you  to  change  to  a  higher  premi- 
um plan,  without  medical  examination, 
simply  by  paying  the  difference  in  reserve 
values.  There  is  no  interest  charge. 

If  you  have  anything  like  this  in  mind, 
or  any  other  question  about  your  New 
England  Mutual  policy,  won't  you  get  in 
touch  with  us? 


OLICY     ON     THI;    LIFE     OF    JOHN     B.     S.      lODD,     ISSUED    JUNt     S,  18 
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at  St.  Paul  to  the  effect  that  a  vigorous  campaign  against  the 
hostiles  would  be  inaugurated  with  columns  up  the  Missouri  and 
west  from  P't.  Snelling  to  meet  in  the  neighborhood  of  their 
villages  and  that  the  necessary  supplies  are  being  provided  novf 
Another  advice  was  that  the  regiments  of  Cols.  Somers  and  0' 
Brien  had  been  consolidated  and  to  become  the  7th  Iowa  Cavalry 
which  was    to    fom  part  of  the  attacking  column  on  the  Misso- 
uri.   Good  old  Logroller  was  in  print,  suggesting  that  the  bulk 
of  Dakota  citizens  were  Democrats,  but  were  giving  complete  sup- 
port to  the  administration  and  advising  that  if  any  expedition 
was  made  this  summer,  that  adenuate  protection  for  the  settlers 
must  be  lelt,  else  the  wily  redskins  slip  in  between  and  back 
of  the  attacking  forces. 

GEN.  TODD  REJECTED    Capt.  J.B.S.  Todd  had  been  appointed  a 
Brigadier  General  and  when  nOt  in  Wash- 
ington, as  Dakota's  delegate,  was  out  in  NE  Missouri  as  a  mili- 
tary commander.    He  had  later  been  sent  to  Corinth  and  Halleck 
had  made  him  the  CO  of  the  6th  Diviaon  of  the  Army  of  the  Tenn. 
But  when  his  nomination  as  General  got  to  the  Senate,  they  re- 
jected it  in  March  and  he  was  returning  to  Dakota.    A  good 
story,  on  his  reasonably  brilliant  military  career,  from  the 
Washington  Star  told  of  his  ability  and  his  rejection  which  the 
Star  could  not  understand  unless  it  was  an  intentional  blast  at 
the  President  as  Tqdd.was  a_ cousin  of  the  Presidents  wife.  Lt. 
James  Bacon  of  the  Dakota  Cavalry  was  visiting  in  Sioux  City. 
Capt.  Man  n  of  Cooks  staff  was  back  from  the  east  with  news  of 
two  steamboat  loads  of  material  and  supplies  on  the  way.  The 
2nd  Nebraska  Cavalry  was  to  be  part  of  the    Missouri  column. 
The  talk;  was  that  the  Missouri  column  was  to  go  on  both  sides 
of  the  river  with  a  steamboat  carrying  their  supplies.  Lt. 
Rutan  of  the  ^Ist  Iowa  who  had  been  QM  at  Ft.  Randall  was  called 
down  to  Sioux  City  to  serve  on  Gen.  Cooks  staff.    The  7th  Iowa 
Cavalry  were  to  go  to  Yankton  where  supplies  avjaited  them.  Lt. 
Cassidy,  who  had  been  with  a  detachment  of  Capt.  Millards  Sioux 
City  Co.  at  Spirit  Lake,  was  ordered  into  Sioux  City  and  a  de- 
tachment from  that  company  was  sent  over  to  Ponca,  Nebraska. 
Things  were  begining  to  shape  up  i'or  a  busy  summer  in  Dakota. 

On  the  last  day  of  the 
month,  Company  "B"  Dak- 
ota Cavalry,  under  Capt. 
William  Tripp,  was  mus- 
tered in  at  Sioux  City. 
Ft  Pierre  was  the  last 
frontier  and  Co  B  klst. 
Iowa  Infantry  was  con- 
sidered to  be  in  consid- 
erable jeopardy.  In  view- 
of  later  fact  that  was 
hardly  true  but  Dakotans 
following  the  August  mas- 
acre  in  Minnesota  had  no 
faith  in  the  good  will  of 
any  Indian  that  winter  of 
1862-63. 


BOX 

SCORE  FOR  MARCH  1863 

State 

Encounters  Casualty  Killed  WPunded  Missing 

Ala. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ark. 

Ik 

0 

1 

2 

Cal. 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Fla. 

8 

3 

2 

3 

5 

Ga. 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Kty. 

16 

3 

15 

37 

4 

La. 

16 

3 

k 

85 

99 

Miss 

13 

0 

0 

0 

Mo. 

12 

3 

/7 

3 

0 

N.C. 

17 

5 

6 

k6 

0 

Tenn 

56 

14 

95 

119 

1556 

Vir. 

21 

9 

16 

134 

56 

W.V. 

3 

1 

k 

3 

0 

Ind.Ter  3 

1 

2 

0 

0 

N.Mex.  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Utah 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total  185 

k3 

161 

431 

1722 

Dear  Sir: 

If  they  are  still  available,  I  should  like  to 
receive  one  of  the  CAPTAIN  JOHN  TODD 
COLOR  ENLARGEMENTS  you  offer: 


[Street] 


[Cityl 


[State] 


Todd,  first  Neiv  Engltim]  Mutual  poUcxholder  in  Miu- 
/',').•;, -n'  (  /S/;o^,  leads  a  dr/rga/iou  of  Sioux  Chiefs  to  lf'as/iin[^- 
to'i  to  iiici-l  th,-"Gnat  II 'hit,-  Father." 


V  h;i\  c  ;i  liniired  number  of  i  i  ^  2  n  i  >  ^  2 
ciihirgcnKMUs  in  full  color  ot'  the  above 
scene,  w  hieh  is  described  in  the  accompan\  - 
mg  folder.  1  he\  contain  no  ad\'ertisino: 
niarrcr,  are  printed  on  hea\  \-  lustro  paper 
and  are  suitable  tor  framing. 

"  While  the  supply  lasts,  we  shall  be  glad 
to  place  one  in  vour  hands  upon  receipt  of 
\our  request. 

'  Just  till  in  your  name  and  address  on  the 
reverse  side  or  this  slip  and  send  it  in  to  us. 


*  PLEASE  SEE  OTHER  SIOE 


ODD,  John  Blair  Smith  -  Biographical  Information 


http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=T000292 


TODD,  John  Blair  Smith,  (1814  -  1872) 


TODD,  John  Blair  Smith,  a  Delegate  from  the  Territory  of  Dakota;  born  in  Lexington,  Ky.,  April  4,  1814; 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Illinois  in  1827;  attended  private  schools;  was  graduated  from  the  United  States 
Military  Academy,  West  Point,  N.Y.,  in  1837;  commissioned  second  lieutenant  in  the  Sixth  Infantry  July  1, 
1837,  first  lieutenant  December  10,  1837,  and  captain  November  8,  1843;  served  in  the  Seminole  War 
1837-1842  and  in  the  war  with  Mexico;  resigned  from  the  Army  September  16,  1856;  became  an  Indian 
trader  and  settled  in  Fort  Randall,  Dak.;  studied  law;  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1861  and  commenced  the 
practice  of  law  in  Yankton,  Dak.;  appointed  brigadier  general  of  Volunteers  in  the  Union  Army  September 
19,  1861,  which  appointment  expired  July  17,  1862;  when  the  Territory  of  Dakota  was  formed  was  elected 
as  a  Democrat  to  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress  and  served  from  December  9,  1861,  to  March  3,  1863; 
successfully  contested  the  election  of  William  Jayne  to  the  Thirty-eighth  Congress  and  served  from  June 
17,  1864,  to  March  3,  1865;  unsuccessful  candidate  for  reelection  in  1864  to  the  Thirty-ninth  Congress; 
engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits  and  the  practice  of  his  profession;  served  as  speaker  of  the  Territorial 
house  of  representatives  in  1866  and  1867;  unsuccessful  candidate  for  election  in  1868  to  the  Forty-first 
Congress;  died  in  Yankton  County,  Dak.  (now  South  Dakota),  January  5,  1872;  interment  in  Yankton 
Cemetery. 
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